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new life, new home

BY EMILY LE COZ
PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEVEN LONG

Rene Ward had just emerged from a difficult divorce when she hired interior designer Julie Couch of Julie Couch Interiors near-
ly two years ago. Ward needed a change. She also needed a house, furnishings, accessories, artwork and everything else a newly
single mother of a toddler could possibly need—right down to the mattresses and bed sheets.

“All I had were clothes and some pictures,” Ward says. “My ex-husband bought me out of everything else, including the
frames my pictures came in.”

Couch immediately set to work. She and Ward, who had met a couple years earlier at a Junior League house show, scoured
the streets for a new home until finally settling on The Harding Place. The charming, two-story townhouse in the Green Hills
area boasts 4,700 square feet and contains four bedrooms and five baths.

But it needed some work.
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The most-talked-about pieces in the living room are these chenille-covered Bobby McAlpine sofas. What makes them unique are the
shallow seat depths and high backs, which plays with traditional dimensions for a new take on this typically formal furnishing.

OrposITE PAGE: Mirrors adorn the back wall of the living room, so Julie Couch incorporated them into the furnishings, as well, and
chose this antique, reflective coffee table. She also chose a very feminine chandelier that she found in an antique store.
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